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May 2022

Dear Parent / Carer and Gym Star!

Filming for CBBC Gym Stars Series 5

We are very excited to be making a fifth series of Gym Stars for CBBC (another 20 episodes). Series 3 was more popular than ever –and we are eagerly awaiting the broadcast of Series 4 this summer. Thanks again as always to all our contributors, parents, coaches and gyms.

As with the last four series, Gym Stars continues as an observational documentary series, and our our cameras will be
filming regularly between May 2022 and March 2023, following life as it happens for our cast. We will continue to follow the daily lives of young people involved in a range of gymnastic disciplines at gyms in the South West, Birmingham, and further a field. Some of our cast will remain the same and there will be some fresh faces as we introduce some new gymnasts. We will continue to film with some of the British senior squad too. We will still be filming training sessions and competitions, as well as life outside the gym – be it home, school and out and about with friends etc.

As with the first four series, we will film the ‘highs and lows’ of our cast. Highs will include the love of gymnastics at all levels, successes at competitions, individual achievements however small, spending time with friends and family. Lows may include not being picked for a team, not winning or gaining the place someone hoped for in a competition, a fall out with a team mate or an injury or illness. We are always mindful of balance in a programme: we want to portray the hard work and commitment it takes to succeed but balance this with the fact that in life there are always more difficult times – and this only makes the successes so much more rewarding. We don’t intend to show anyone up and will always work through the lows to make sure there is a satisfactory conclusion so that both our contributors and viewers are left on an upbeat, hopeful note. 

We want to continue to film quite a bit away from the gym – for example, at home, out socialising, at school, or traveling to ‘away’ competitions and events and so on. With children under 18, we will seek parent’s permissions in advance each time we do this.

We are yet to confirm all of our key cast of children, and this is an on-going process throughout production. As ever it’s a complicated task and we continue to work towards featuring a good balance of children across the series with interesting stories. New characters do join the cast along the way, and others drop off. Whether or not a child is filmed as key cast, that child may well be featured as we aim to capture the reality of life at all the gyms and there will be plenty of secondary characters and children in the background of shots. The series is due to air next year on CBBC and may well be repeated for several years across various BBC and other channels and platforms including iplayer and even internationally. If a child is related to anyone at the BBC, we need to know - this will not affect whether or not the child is filmed but we just need to be made aware of it.

The team working on this show have extensive experience working with children and in the documentary field with credits for all the major broadcasters. A few returning team members are detailed below: 

· Simone Coakham is our Series Producer, who many of you know as she Series Produced Series 3 and 4 and worked in the edit on the first two series of Gym Stars as well as Ice Stars – and knows the series very well!
· Peter Tat is our main Producer /Director, who also worked on Series 3 and 4 and has also worked on various CBBC productions, including ‘Our School’, ‘Got What it Takes’ and ‘Blue Peter’
· Caitlin Lees-Massey is our Production Manager, and Jack Hinchley is supporting her as Production Coordinator.
· Tamsin Summers and Rachel Drummond-Hay continue as the Executive Producers, and are the owners of Drummer TV.

As always we will seek permission from the parents of all contributors to be included in the filming. If there are children who cannot be featured for any reason we will put in place an effective way to avoid their inclusion. It is also worth noting that if we film with a child, this does not guarantee inclusion in the finished series. 

We work closely with British Gymnastics across the series. We will be filming at competitions and events at the gyms we have access to, which will have competitors from other clubs attending as well as at other gyms and venues both locally, in the UK and overseas. We will seek permission from the organisation arranging the competition. Our focus will always be on our key characters, with some shots of audience reactions, and where permissible other general shots of gymnasts warming up / carrying out their routines etc. We sometimes film ‘rivals’ especially when the coaches know the clubs well as rivals in one competition often become team mates in the next when competing for country and we like to show this progression.

The competitions and events that we hope to cover will be those which are important to the stories of our key characters – it might be a grading event, a local competition or a high level national / international event. The aim isn’t to cover the event in a ‘sports programme’ style, but to follow the story of the individuals who we will have already been filming – and to show why it’s important to them for progression, development or just enjoyment. As such we would like to film our contributors right through from arrival / warm up to their reactions and thoughts at the end of day (and may also be with them on the journeys there and back as well). We won’t be with them all the time and will work with coaches and event organisers to ensure any interviewing is at an appropriate moment and does not affect their preparation or performance. Some of the filming will be long lens so the contributor will not be overly conscious of the camera, although they will of course know we are following them.

We will be continuing to observe Covid-safe filming practises – and we also have to work within the guidelines set by any club and competition. We review these guidelines regularly to ensure they are relevant and up to date.

Where we film situations that may be of a sensitive nature, for example someone not doing as well in a competition as they’d hoped and are clearly upset afterwards, we will always show that contributor the edit before the programme is aired to make sure they are happy with the contribution and know what to expect before the programme is aired. All our episodes are watched by both the relevant coach and BG as well before final sign off to ensure fair representation and accuracy. 

Our crew is very small and discreet (usually 2-3 people) and from past experience children love the Gym Stars experience including being filmed. We will not be asking children we haven’t had permission from to talk to us on camera unexpectedly. Furthermore, we will provide filming notices which can be displayed at any event so any audience will be aware we are there and can say to the crew if they don’t wish to be filmed. We can take responsibility for putting these up at the event or pass them to the event organisers, whichever is the preferred option.

British Gymnastics are fully supportive of the series and we work closely with them to gain access to clubs and events, and also work within their protocols and seek their guidance when necessary. We keep them informed of our plans as the series progresses. British Gymnastics has said “You've made a high-quality, entertaining series in such a short space of time which is full of great stories, inspirational young people and showing gymnastics in a positive light. We'd like to continue working together and support another series.”

If you have any concerns about filming safely during covid then please do get in touch and we can talk you through our safety protocols. Or If you would like to talk to us further about the series or have any queries, please feel free to contact me direct (contact details below).

We adhere to strict industry (OFCOM) guidelines concerning the welfare of under 18s:
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/broadcast-codes/broadcast-code/section-one-protecting-under-eighteens

And the BBC Child Protection Policy: 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/howwework/policiesandguidelines/childprotection/pdf/bbc_child_protection_policy_2019.pdf  And we have our own Child Protection policy which can be provided on request. We work closely with the BBC Head of Child Protection and ensure that all production team on location are DBS checked. 

We are very much looking forward to working with you on what we hope will be a fantastic fifth series. 

Very best wishes,



Rachel Drummond-Hay and Tamsin Summers
Executive Producers

For more information about our company and our work please look at our website: www.drummertelevision.com
e-mail: info@drummertelevision.com Telephone: 0117 9077713
Company registered in England and Wales No. 07881402
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